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SUBJECT (U) TERRORIST THREAT IN AR GENTINA 
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SOME TIME. THESE RE^CRTS SKETCH TnE SC- C 7TEW ;R an 
EFFORT BY MONTONER OS TO CONCOCT SUSTAINED OrERAT I CMC IN 
ARGENT THOROUGH THE L'SE 0" TERROR 1ST AND AC : TAT : C’: CO'JACS, 
AS DESCRIBED BY VIOLA. THESE REPORTS GENERALLY SUGGEST 
A GOA BELIEF THAT BETWEEN 200 AND 300 MONTONEROS Mi? BE 
AVAILABLE FOR THESE OPERATIONS, AFTER TRAINING ill WhAT THE 
GOA 8EL IEVES TO BE PLO TRAINING CAMPOS IN LEBANON AND 
AFRICA. 
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^►SUMMARY: IIHIT m NUMBERS OF HON TONERO TERRORISTS ARE 
CAPABLE OF RE PEATING SP ECTACULAR ACTS LIKE THE BOMBING OF 
THE HOME OF WAL TER K LEIN. IT IS LIKELY THAT THE GO A WILL 
EVENTUALLY DE STROY THE NEW M ON TONE RO CELLS. THERE IS A 
DANGER THAT TERRORIST ACTIONS WILL BE EXPLOITED BY THE 
MILITARY OPPONENTS OF GENERAL VIOLA AND PRESIDENT V t DEL A 
TO JUSTIFY AND BRING AEOUT A RETURN TO WIDESPREAD REPRES- 
SION, AN OUTCOME THE TERRORISTS ARE HOPING FOR. HOWEVER, 
IN AN OCTOBER 22 SPEECH GENERAL VIOLA FORESWORE SUCH 
TACTICS, DESCRIBING THE TERRORISTS AS REMNANTS AND GEN- 
RALLY TRYING TO REASSURE THE PUBLIC THAT THE GOA HAS THE 
SITUATION WELL IN HAND. IT IS IN THE USG'S INTEREST THAT 
VIOELA'S REASSURING VIEW BY PROVEN RIGHT OVER THE NEXT 
SEVERAL MONTHS. END SUMMARY. 


S.fli WE ORGINALLY RECEIVED THE GOA INFORMATION AND 
INTERPRETATIONS WITH SOME SKEPTICISM. HOWEVER, ACCUMULAT- 
ING DETAILS TOGETHER WITH THE ATTACH ON THE KLEIN RESID- 
ENCE HAVE CAUSED US TO REAPPRAISE OUR POSITION. WE NOW 
ARE INCLINEO TO ACCEPT THE GENERAL LINES OF THE GOA'S 
ANALYSIS: THAT THE HCNTDHERCS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
KLEIN BOMBING; THAT THE 8CMEIIIG WAS PART OF a GENERAL 
•COUNTERATTACK" PLANNED AND DIRECTED BY THE MONTONEROS; 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE MONTONEROS' MEANS ARE LIMITED THEY ARE 
CAPABLE OF SUSTAINING PERIODC ATTACKS; AND THAT THEY 
WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE THEIR ACTIONS UNLESS AND UNTIL 
STOPPED BY GOA SECURITY FORCES. 


1. f| THE ARGEN TINE LEADER SHIP HAS ATTEMPTED TO SET FORTH 
A COHERENT PUBLIC STATEMENT OF THE CURRENT TERROR 1 ST THREAT 
IN ARGENTINA AND TH E GOVERnKe N T'S "INTENT I QMS IN MEETING 

THE THREAT. THE EXPL AWT IONS CAME OCTOBER 22, WHEN ARMY 
COMMANDER GENERAL VIOLA RELEASED A SUMMARY REPORT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INVESTIGATION INTO THE ATTACK ON WALTER KLEIN 
AND NIS FAMILY. VIOLA'S ACTION SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
MOTIVATED BY THE CONTINUED RUMORS AND SPECULATION ABOUT 
THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KLEIN ATTEMPT. 

2. (U) THE MAIN POINTS MADE BY VIOLA WERE: 

-THE MSNT ONERCS ARE ENGAGED IN A "COUNTERATTACKING" 

CAMPAIGN DECi-QED JiBCU JY..THE MOVEMENT'S LEADERSHIP ABOUT 
A YEAR AGO. HOWEVER, THE SITUATION IS NOT THE SAME AS 
IT WAS IN 19766-1977, SINCE "TERRORISM IS MO LONGER A 
COMMON PRACTICE IN THE COUNTRY" AMD TERRORISTS ARE NO 
MORE THAN “RESIDUAL ELEMENTS" AND "SMALL GROUPS'. 

-MQKTONERO TERRORISTS WHO HAVE RE- INF I LTFATED ARGENTINA 
OPERATE IN TWO KINDS CF ORGANIZATIONS. THE FiRST ARE 
•SPECIAL AGITATION TROOPS", WHOSE PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES 
INCLUDE THE INFILTRATION OF UNIONS AND STUDENT GROUPS- 
"TO PROMOTE STRIKES”AND DISSENT. VIOLA ALSO STATED 
THAT THE PROPAGANDA UNITS O'ERATE SMALL MOBILE RADIO 
TRANSMITTERS' WHICH THEY HAVE USED IN BUENOS AIRES, SANTA 
FE AND CORDOBA TO INTERRUPT TELEVISION BROADCASTS WITH 
MONTONEPO PROPAGANDA. THE SESOND KIND OF MONTONERO GROUP- 
ING IS THAT “SPECIAL INFANTRY T ROOPS“, WHO CARRY OUT 
TERRORIST ATTACKS LlrE THAT AGAINST KLEIN. 

-THE ‘WAR AGAINST SUBVERSIVES. . . Will BE DIRECTED EXCLUS- 
IVELY AGAINST SUBVERSIVES AND NO... INDISCR IHINANTLY AGAINST 
ALL CITIZENS.* 

-THE PRESS HAS SOMETIMES HANDLED QUESTIONS OF TERRORISM 


6. ^ IF THE MONTONEROS ARE INOEED ENGAGED IN A NEW 
CAMPAIGN OF TERRORISM fT CAN HAVE BUT ONE PURPOSE, THE 
CLASSIC ONE OF TERRORISTS: TO BRING ON A WAVE OF RE- 
PRESSION THAT WILL TURN THE POPULATION AGAINST THE GOA 
AND TOWARDS THE MONTCIIERCS. THE MONTONEROS CANNOT 
REASONABLY ASPIRE TO POPULAR SUPPORT. MOREOVER, WE 
THINK THAT THEODDS FAVOR THE SECURITY FORCES' EVENTUALLY 
TERMINATING THIS LATEST TERRORIST OUTBREAK. INDEED, 

THEY HAVE HAD GOOD SUCCESS AGAINST THE PROPAGANDA 
GROUPS, THOUGH NOT YET AGAINST THE ACTUAL TERRORISTS. 

THE CHIEF DANGER IS THAT IF THE TERRORISTS «fl£ ABi£ TO 
SCORE "VICTORIES" LIKE THE KLEIN BOMBING OVER THE NEXT 
FEW M0NTH3-A TIME OF CRITICAL MILITARY COMMAND CHANGES- 
THEY COULD SUCCEED IN THEIR NEAR TERM OBJECTIVE OF CAUSING 
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THE SECURITY FORCES TO OPT FOR THE KIND OF WIDESPREAD 
REPRESSION THAT VIOLA EXPLICITLY FORESWORE IN HIS SPEECH 

7. 1C) VIOLA AND VIDELA HAVE A MUCH DIFFERENT GAME PLAN: 

TO SUCCEED THEY MUST BOTH CONVINCE THE PUBLIC THAT THE 
TERRORIST THREAT IS LIMITED AND UNDER CONTROL AND THE 
MILITARY THAT THERE IS NO TERRORIST CAPABILITY WHICH CAN 
JUSTIFY A MASSIVE CRACKDOWN. THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CON- 
TINUE TO DOWNPLAY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TERRORISTS. 
HOPEFULLY. THE TERRORISTS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MOUNT MORE 
THAN SPORADIC ATTACKS AND THE PRESIDENT AND VIOLA WILL 
CONVINCE ALL THAT THE TERRORISTS ARE NO MOE THAN A 
RELIC. OF THE PAST WHICH INEVITABLY WILL BE ELIMINATED. 
CASTRO 


